What the App or Tool Can Do

The tool that | have chosen is Little Bird Tales (www.littlebirdtales.com). It is a wonderful

2.0 tool that allows teachers and students to easily transform their stories and pictures into
a fun multimedia story making experience. When creating stories, students have access
to drawing tools to draw their own pictures, or they can easily upload pictures and clip art
with the upload tool. Once their tale is complete, it can be easily shared on class websites
or with parents. It also is a wonderful sharing resource amongst teachers as they can

easily share tales and ideas with one another.

How do | see my students using the App/Tool

| see this tool having applications that cover quite a bit of content area. Since | teach
kindergarten, there will have to be a lot of student support as well as up front preparation
for the students to be able to use the site. | do feel; however, that they will eventually be
able to log on independently and contribute to their own tales after a few tries. One
specific example; in ELA, we do a lot of reading comprehension. Towards the middle of
the year, we spend a lot of time working on re-telling skills. Typically we have done some
of our re-telling activities in groups on paper. This tool will allow me to take it a step further
by giving them the opportunity to demonstrate their true understanding by being able
record their re-tells. This will allow the kids to practice an essential skill that is crucial to

reading success in a fun and engaging way. They love to hear and see themselves “live! |


http://www.littlebirdtales.com/

can also see them using this tool to express their understanding of characters, setting and
problems and solutions by taking their visuals that they create and allowing them to
narrate or demonstrate their understanding by putting their voice with the pictures. In math
and science we do a lot of journal activities to reinforce what we are doing in the
classroom. This will be a fun tool that we can use in small groups, where the kids can do
some of their journaling with Little Bird Tales and ultimately get out of the notebook and
onto the computer to demonstrate their understanding of these concepts in a dynamic and

different way.

A Demonstration of the Tale that | created

Unfortunately, | was unable to get the audio component to work the two days prior to
submitting my demonstration. | contacted the site, and they suggested a few things that |

am going to try to get it up and running.

http://littlebirdtales.com/tales/view/story id/1254
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Web 2.0 tool Little Bird Tales - Tutorial

Little bird tales is a free web 2.0 tool allows teachers and students to easily
transform their stories and pictures into a fun multimedia story making
experience.

You first have to decide if you want your students to draw their pictures on each
page, use photographs or materials created in the classroom that have been
converted to an image file. If you want to use images, click on my gallery and

create a gallery for your project. This will make it much easier to insert pictures
into your tale.
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Name your Gallery and then click save.

Create Gallery

Gallery Name:

Next, upload your pictures from your computer.
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You can either create a tale directly from this page by clicking the blue create tale
button, or, you can click on create a tale on the top bar. Please note that if you

create a tale from this page, it will directly import all of the images and the first
image in your gallery will be your tale cover.



Once you click on Create a Tale,
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You can either; 1. Draw a picture for your tale cover, 2. Upload a picture from
your computer or 3. Use an image from one of your saved galleries. Next, type in

your Tale Title and author (Tale By) information.

(= Little Bird Tales - Tale Editor - Windows Internet Explorer

a@f - |-‘€ hikkpe ey lictlebirdtales, comtalesforeate) V| |§| |z| |m web Search

File Edit WYiew Favorites Tools Help

X @ m ﬁ Featured Game - “ Mew Games o Flay Games - M My Games - o -

x Go 8|E| w :',' Search « | More 2 Sign In ‘\ <

28 Share

5 Favorites | = ﬂ Suggested Sikes * & | Get more Add-ons ~ & | Free Hotmail

R & < = @ ~ Page ~ Safety ~ Tools ~ @v

|4§Little Bird Tales - Tale Editar | |

4) | CreateaTale = Address Book My Profile  Public Tales

- Create a New Tale Cover
b Cover Tale Cover: Add Your Voice:
©® L Ld

Record Settings
1 f
é;‘ Draw & Upload
My G.'llle-r:sg
Assignments [
225 Tale Title:
—> |Lydia'sTaIe |
Tale By:

=g |Lydia |
Save and Continue
Chat with us! - L
About | FAQ | Terms | Privacy | ContactUs
0 Internet

14 Start T web 2.0 Tutarial... | (@ 8 Microsoft OFF... - | % Uninstall Langua... 75 Little Bird Tales -... Search Deskiop | pel




If you want to add audio, simply click on the green record button and record your
audio. If you want to check that your audio is correct, click on the play button to
replay your audio. If you are happy with your cover, click save and continue. This

will bring you to your first page of your tale.
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For the rest of my tale, | would suggest using images that you previously uploaded
to your gallery. Normally, | would pre-load these images into my tale, so that
when we go to stations, | can sit with a small group and quickly show them how to
add their text and audio piece. To upload a Gallery image, click on Gallery.
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Select your Gallery (1) and then the image from your Gallery (2).
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To upload an image from your computer, click upload.
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This will bring up another window that will allow you to choose images that you
have saved on your computer. Click on the image(1) and then click open(2).

¢~ Little Bird Tales - Tale Editor - Windows Internet Explorer

Choose File to Upload | V‘ \E z| |r_;] Web Search

Lok in: [ {Z] My Pictures I I I =

ames + () Play Games + ‘o My Games - o-
J
— —

Dzt 2011-12-15 iPod Photo Cache Mew Folder

More 3 Signin W -

@

% - ] @b v Page~ Safety -~ Tods+ (@~

Lo}

Pages:

My Documents --

-

My Computer
Sample es untitled wanted

&

Tle name: unitled =l

o<
o

Cancel

Files of type: 0 Files -5)

S calleries
Characters Lefo 956 |

About | FAQ | Terms | Privacy | ContactUs
Contact us! ~
im0

Uninstall Language Learning Inkeractive Games Installation Bt




Now that they are uploaded, you can add text (1) and audio (2). This is where |
would be working with a small group, modeling how to use the tool so that
eventually my students would be able to complete this part on their own during

station time.
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Once | have completed the page, click preview. This will play the entire tale
where you can check to see that all of the text and image elements that you want

are there.

4 CreateaTale Address Z~~k My Profile Public Tales

Edit Page ]
_J Cover Dolate r
vl

Add Artwork: a | | F




Now my tale is complete.

You can find all of your tales under the blue tab labeled My Tales. Once you are
done with your little bird tale, you can: share (email) their creations, parents can
purchase MP4 Downloads for 99cents, you can print out complete tales to bind
and put into a classroom library for reading practice, or even add the tale to a

student center listening center for them to enjoy on their own.
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