
Welcome parents and students to the 2013-
2014 school year!  My name is Mrs. Smith, 

and I will be your 
child’s teacher this 
year.  This will be my 
10th year teaching here 
at Pecan Grove Ele-
mentary .  I absolutely 
love our campus and 

the PGE family.  I am married and have a 5 
year old named Abby.  I am really excited to 
be joining the second grade team this year 
teaching ELA and Social Studies.  I look for-
ward to getting to know each and every one 
of you.  I have a Weebly that I invite you to 
explore and  I will be using that to share what 
is going on in the classroom as well as use 
it as a learning tool where we can all collab-
orate and learn from one another about the 
various topics we will be covering in class. 
We are going to have agreat year!
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Should be old hat, right? This may be called second 
grade, but really, counting kindergarten, it’s the third 
year of school. Your child has long ago mastered rug-
time and lineup, recess and lunch. You’ve had the ex-
citement of first grade reading and math, so now you’re 
probably looking forward to a steady, solid year.

Well, maybe. But don’t be shocked if your second grad-
er also has up, down, and sideways days, the kind that 
make you wonder if kindergarten ever 
got done after all. It’s developmental: 
seven year olds tend to think in black 
and white but worry in Technicol-
or—all at a time when their academic 
and social worlds are growing broader 
by the day. It can be dizzying—but 
fortunately, teachers expect the ride to 
get bumpy sometimes, and they expect 
to help.  So what’s in store at school 
this year? For details, consult your state’s academic 
standards, found on the Department of Education web-
site, and ask your teacher to provide the district and/or 
school curriculum outline. But in general, expect these 
themes:

Reading:don’t be shocked if your second grader also 
has up, down, and sideways days, the kind that make 
you wonder if kindergarten ever got done after all.   
Second graders continue from wherever first grade left 
off, and teachers expect a wide variety of levels. But as 
reading becomes easier and more natural, the focus will 
shift from sounding words out to reading long stories. 
Keep reading aloud at home—but also encourage your 
child to read to you. Before reading, try making predic-
tions; and afterward, talk over the story together. What 
does it all mean? These conversations are usually fun 
for both kids and parents; they’re also great for second 
grade learning.

Writing:  Having finished first grade, your child can 
write at least one sentence. Now, in second grade, it’s 
time for a whole lot more. Expect your teacher to focus 
on “early production”—writing lots and lots—but also 
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to introduce early editing skills like correct spelling and 
punctuation. Does Cousin Fred like getting letters? Now is 
a great time to encourage a pen pal.

Math:  This is a big year for young mathematicians, not 
because there’s so much new stuff but because it’s so im-
portant that the basics are solid. Expect lots of work with 
place value, adding, subtracting, measurement, money, and 
time. These are lifetime skills, and there’s no such thing 
as too much practice, in school or out. You can provide 
steady, easygoing support when you invite help with count-
ing grocery bills, keeping time schedules, or “racing the 
clock” to remember addition and subtraction facts.

Science/Social Studies:  Second 
graders expand the map skills of first 
grade to reach out into geography 
and to explore historical timelines. 
Specific topics vary by region in the 
United States, but by the end of sec-
ond grade, your child should recog-
nize the continents; this will be added 
with the common science curriculum 
on water, marine life, weather, and 

geology. Your child should also understand the concept of 
country (and of different cultures), and be familiar with 
timelines that start before his or her birth. Do Grandma and 
Grandpa like to talk about where they’re from? Now’s a 
great time to schedule another visit.

Whatever the ups and downs in September, most second 
graders have settled quite a bit by the end of the year. If, by 
the end of second grade, your child still does not appear to 
understand reading, or seems to crumple at the sight of a 
math book, make 
sure you consult 
your teacher. 
Now’s the time 
to fill in gaps and 
get set: third grade 
is just around the 
corner.

“don’t be shocked if your 
second grader also has up, 
down, and sideways days, 

the kind that make you won-
der if kindergarten ever 

got done after all....”



Wishing Well
“Like Alexander the Great and Caesar, I’m out to conquer the world. But first I have to stop at Walmart and pick up some supplies. “

-Jarod Kintz

Thoughout the year we are in need of special items and additonal supplies to use in 
our lessons.  Please see above for items that we are currently in need of.  ALL dona-
tions are GREATLY appreciatted!.  

What We are Studying
Each month I will detail what we will be covering both in ELA and Social 
Studies as well as any helpful tools and/or links that you can use with your 
child at home.  This first week of school we spend a lot of time getting to 
know one another and learning all of our rules and expectations.  In next 
week’s newsletter, I will detail what we will be learing in August.  

Cub 
of the week

Each week one student is  
recognized for super  
citizenship and will receive a 
special  pencil from Mrs. Riha 

for a job well done!  Go 
cubs!!!


